








you're ready to do something different
- in the same way that you‘re ready
to tour again-after youlve done an
album. It works like that quite natur-
ally all the way.

LC: So you can plan for that. Lots
of ideas come while you're on the
road, or anywhere - and those ideas
are going to be the starts or middles
of something.

ZZ: Do you ever think of going back
to any of your old songs?

LC: Yes, he said, shaking his head.
Actually, the title track of 'How dare
you! is something that was written 3
or 4 years ago. ... it was an experi-
ment that we tried, which somehow
worked its way into that song.

GG: It atso happened with the b-side
of 'Donna'; that was based on a thing
Itd done for Robbins Music..... so
yes, often bits and pieces from the
past will come up and get used in
some way or other.

LC: As a rule, we prefer to move
forwards rather than backwards,

2Z: Can you tell us a bit about your-
fifth member?

LC: Paul - Paul Burgess..... . hels
fabulous. Very tall, and he's a drum
fanatic, which is ideally suited to us.
He just works with us on the road -
doesn't work In the studio.

Z22Z2: Don't you want him to, or doesn't
he want to?

LC: There!s no need, because Kev's
.the drummer.

22Z; Doesn't he feel left out?

KG: Well, he seems to be quite an
easy-going bloke,

LC: When we go into the studio to
record, it's not just playing the
drums, it's learning something —-and
Kev's not going to learn anything by

ha\/lng Paut play the drums, That's
the way we approach our instruments
in the studio - we learn by playing
things we haven't played before.

so therels very little point in Paul
doing it. 1t sort of defeats the ob-
ject.

GG: Paulls very valuable on the road
because he also plays keyboards -

but he's just absotlutely happy to do
what he does. He never expresses a
desire to go into the studio. He loves
being on the road.

LC: He!s a specialist in his own

field. [ mean, you have concert
pianists, virtuosos; he's a virtuoso

of the drums and gets the chance to
show it by coming on the road with us.
22Z: Do you use backing tapes in the
live show?

GG: As little as possible. ... there
are [ittle things like the siren in
'Rubber Bullets! and the voices in
"'m not in lovel'.

ZZ: You don't use musical backing
tracks?

GG: There!s no point. For some
reason, people are under the impress-
ion that we use a lot of tapes. We

don't ~.and we.still manage to get very .

close to the sound of the records. ...
sometimes it's even better than the
records, so people tell us.

And that's a solid cue for me to tell
you that the interview finished thereé.
At the time, | hadn't seen the band on
stage, so many of the latter questlons
.were asked in ignorance.

Now | have seen the 10cc live show,
and of its type, it's absolutely the
best I've ever seen. By that, | mean
that with certain concerts, | go as
much to watch the individual perform-

. stage, don't miss it,

ers as the overall show - a good
example being the recent Emmylou
Harris gigs. But with a group like
10cc, | suppose l'm going in the first
instance to see songs | enjoy on rec-
ord played live, and to compare the
two versions. Therefore the two
concepts don't bear comparison.

[Occ, in probably 90% of their set,
were a visual improvement on an
aural delight, Their playing was a
Joy, and their singing was impeccable
- and their use of lights, a lot of
lights, was without equal in anything
ilve seen for some.time. The im-
mense care with which their show is
put together is an object lesson to
those who don't know how to use:
lighting effects, and an example to
most of those who do. This great
care extends further than just the
staging of the show - after the gig,
the stage door fans were carefully
received, in groups of six, and every
autograph hunter was satisfied, If
you're interested, the group will give
you an audience, despite having been
on stage for around an hour and a
half,

This is a group who deserve their
success in every possible way. It
was a-delight to talk to them, and I'm
hoping to do itragain before long. For-
get the carping in the weekly press -
this is a very fine group, and just
for a change, they're aiso British.
Support them if you can, and if you
get the opportunity to see them on

or you'll un-
Mark
John

For the full historical details of the
group, see Zigzag 44. ’

doubtedly regret it one day.
my words.......
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‘Stuék In Gear’. Link Wray's new album out now on Virgin Records V2050.
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